
Through the CommonwealthWiseWomen (CWW) mentoring 

project, COL is engaging girls and women at the grassroots level 

in underserved communities to promote change, by empowering 

them to not only become leaders, but also to influence the next 

generation of leaders. Join us to listen to our panelists as they 

provide us with an insight on their perspectives on the role of 

Mentoring in leadership development. 

Moderator:  
Professor Asha Kanwar, President & CEO,  
Commonwealth of Learning
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Panelists:
Professor Dr Lily Chan 
is the Chief Executive 

and Vice Chancellor 

of Wawasan Open 

University (WOU) in 

Penang, Malaysia. She 

is passionate about 

developing an education 

framework for those who have missed 

the opportunity for tertiary education, 

as well as continuing education for 

working professionals to meet the 

needs of industry in an affordable, 

flexible and accessible format.   

Letuimanu’asina Dr Emma 
Kruse Va’ai  from Samoa has 

worked as teacher in secondary 

schools, then a lecturer in English at 

tertiary level. She was Deputy CEO 

of Samoa Polytechnic and Deputy 

Vice Chancellor of the National 

University of Samoa and CEO of 

Samoa Qualifications Authority.  

She is active in the advancement of Pacific 

women in education as a mentor and advocate 

but also important to her is the continued 

support for women when they move into 

leadership roles within their communities and 

workplaces when they complete their studies.    
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