
1st Commonwealth Women’s  
Entrepreneurship Summit

The COVID-19 pandemic has exposed significant gender gaps in women’s and girls’ rights. Not only has the 
pandemic put their education, livelihoods, health, and well-being at risk, but it has also revealed systemic 
inequities in a new light. The heavy load of paid and unpaid care work carried out by women and girls is cast 
into stark relief as they struggle to cope with work inside and outside of the household . One of the survival 
mechanisms for women is to start their own businesses. This session will explore the efficacy of MOOCs for 
gender inclusion and how female entrepreneurs can be resilient and embrace technology as they navigate the 
road to full recovery and entrepreneurial success. You are invited to join our session to:

• explore the skills necessary for women to become successful entrepreneurs.

• encourage women and girls to embrace their inner strength and to enhance their technology skills to 
support their careers as future female innovators.

• share experiences from girls and young women who have succeeded with their own SMEs.

• discuss lessons learnt from the impact of COVID-19 for women across the Commonwealth, in the context.

The Panel:

Moderator:  
 
Professor Asha Kanwar
President and CEO
Commonwealth of Learning

Ms Nazrene Mannie 
Executive Director of GAN 
Global (gan-global.org)

Ms Frances Ferreira  
Education Specialist: Gender
Commonwealth of Learning

Ms Alexis Carr
Monitoring & Evaluation 
Manager
Commonwealth of Learning

Ms. Lauren Shea 
TeenTech Gold Ambassador and TeenTech 
Young Person Advisory Board Member 

Technology, Innovation and Entrepreneurship

19th May, 17.30 GMT/18.30 BST/10:30am PDT

Register by joining the summit at WorldLabs - CWE Summit

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.worldlabs.org%2Fcwesummit%3Futm_source%3Dpressrelease%26utm_medium%3Demail%26utm_campaign%3Dcwes21launch&data=04%7C01%7Cagrygorczuk%40col.org%7C330fd42334e24407797208d8f91e5ce1%7C76eb3bb1cc9b4464a33c8ff921d3ae23%7C1%7C0%7C637533256604815793%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=hthcJTSwAf1rnypoo03G43pIB%2BbeTs9S6F38XFbxv4U%3D&reserved=0

